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FOUR KINDS OF COMPOSITION
1. Narration: We are story people and students have been listening to stories long before they could speak. Narration in writing is used to tell a story or recount the details of an event. The events may be real or imaginary. To be effective in writing, narration should be simple and rapid and absorbing. 
2. Description:  It is used to present (a) the sensory details of a subject – those qualities recorded by our five senses – and, on occasion, (b) an impression of a subject or some person’s emotional response to the subject. Descriptive writing builds a dominant impression by the use of colourful adjectives and sense appealing images.
3. Exposition:  It is the most widely used form of prose writing. It is used to explain or clarify a fact or an idea. It explains by telling the what, when, where, why and how. Expository writing gives reasons and concrete facts.
4. Argumentation or persuasion: The purpose of argumentation is to convince the reader of the validity of a thesis, idea or point of view and it attempts to do so through the use of logic – either deductive or inductive. Persuasion is a complementary approach which attempts to convince the reader through emotion – using feeling and colour through rhetorical choices like figures of speech, repetition, appropriate examples and vocabulary.  
UNITY, COHERENCE & EMPHASIS
These are the three requirements of good writing and are terms and ideals that good writers aim for both in individual paragraphs and in longer essays.
1. Unity: This is achieved by developing one subject/idea only in a paragraph (introduced by a topic sentence) and by having a restricted and specific thesis in an essay.
2. Coherence: This means that there is a close, clear connection of thought from sentence-to-sentence in a paragraph, from paragraph-to-paragraph in an essay. There are three chief aspects to achieving coherence: order, transition, proportion.
A) Order: A good paragraph or essay must be developed in an orderly, logical sequence. There are several patterns of order that may be used.
a) From general to particular (most common method), or from particular to general.

b) Time order – arrangement of details in chronological order.

c) Place order – near-to-far, left-to-right, top-to-bottom.

d) Importance – least important to most important; small to large, first to last.
e) Order of observation – arranged in relation to the order in which things are observed by the person writing about them. This is related to place-and-time order and is much used in descriptive writing.

B) Transition: This refers to the means that are used to join sentence-to-sentence in paragraphs, paragraph-to-paragraph in essays. It is a very important means to achieving coherence and is achieved through three ways.
a) Repetition – this includes repetition of the actual word or phrases or of the main idea through synonyms. Repeated words are also called echo words and in an essay one must echo the thesis throughout the essay.
b) Use of pronouns – using personal and demonstrative pronouns such as this, that and those.
c) Transitional words and phrases – e.g. here, for example, in short, moreover.
d) Parallel structure – use of similar structures for similar ideas.
C) Proportion: A final way of achieving coherence in paragraphs and essays is to take care to give several sentences (paragraphs in an essay) to the more important ideas and less space to the less important ones. This proportion will help bring clarity to your ideas. It is also a way of breaking away from the five-paragraph formula essay as you spend more time with examples for the more important ideas and further explanation and elaboration of these examples.
3. Emphasis: This means giving stress to the important ideas. There is some overlap with devices used to achieve coherence. 
a) Good placing of important ideas – the first and last are the most emphatic positions.
b) By repetition.
c) By a good climax – i.e. by arranging details in an ascending or increasing importance.
d) A strong closing – in a paragraph, this may be a deferred topic sentence, or one that repeats the topic in a clincher or summary sentence. In an essay, the closing paragraph sums up the argument and reiterates the thesis.
e) By proportion (see Coherence).
f) By contrast – often the pointing out differences can strengthen your message.
g) By parallelism – use of similar structures for similar ideas. 
h) Sentence structure – periodic sentences are more emphatic than loose sentences; a variety of simple-compound-complex and compound-complex sentences; the active voice is more emphatic than the passive voice.
METHODS OF DEVELOPMENT
There are various ways to develop ideas both in individual paragraphs and in essays in general. In developing a thesis in a longer essay, a student may use a combination of a number of these methods. As well, the overall development of the essay may rely on one method in particular. These ideas will be explored and elaborated on in detail in class. An excellent text that explores methods of development is The Act of Writing by Ronald Conrad but most composition books will explore these ten methods.
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